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SCENE 1
FADE | N:
| NTERI OR ELEMENTARY SCHOOOL CLASSROOM DAY

The Canmera PANS fromright to left as the audio fades in.
The teacher, MRS. WEI SE, an up-beat m ddl e-aged woman who
IS wise yet tender, the type of teacher that you enjoy when
you're in her good graces, but you really don’t want to see
her get mad. She is warmand friendly and uses common sense
in her teaching nethods but is not above using creativity
to get her point across.

Ms. Wise is teaching at the front of the class. They are
doing math. The students are seated in rows with their work
books on their desks.

CUT to a close up of the teacher as she di scusses the
| esson at hand: |ong division.

MRS. \EI SE
So renmenber the DM S.B.D. rule.
D stands for divide. M stands for
mul tiply, S stands for subtract and
B.D. stands for bring down...

CUT to the students as they absorb Ms. Wise's | esson.
Near the back we see JESSI, ZACK, M KE and AMBER al
sitting in a row They are trying to pay attention to the
| esson but Mke is bored. He spots a piece of crunpled up
paper on Zack’s desk next to himand carefully grabs it.
The others are still focused on their Math as M ke quickly
tosses the ball of paper at Zack and hits himin the back
of the head. Zack ignores Mke. Mke picks it up again and
this time throws it harder. That worked. Zack picks it up
and | eans over at M ke.

ZACK
Shhhh! I'"mtrying to listen.

M KE
(sarcastically)
Why woul d you want to do that for?
You m ght | earn sonet hi ng!

Zack glares at M ke.
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ZACK
You know I’mfailing Math.
Now quit it.

M ke goes back to pretending to pay attention and catches
Jessi’s glare as he does so. He decides it’s her turn and
qui ckly picks up the ball of paper and chucks it at her
hitting her square in the head.

Jessi is instantly mad and picks it up and throws it back
at M ke which m sses and pegs Anber in the head.

AVBER
Hey! What was that for?

M ke cracks up and starts | aughing. Zack responds by giving
hima shot in the armlike he should know better.

JESSI
On! Sorry. | didn’t mean to hit you-

CUT to a close up of Ms. Wise who has stopped her |esson.

MRS. WEI SE
Jessi, Anber, M ke and Zack.
We are doing math right now
That shoul d be your focus, nothing el se.

CUT to a wide shot of the classroom the bell rings and the
students start to put their things away.

MRS. WEI SE
You four can stick around.

CUT to a nmedium shot of the four singled out students as
the class disperses. As they prepare to | eave JOSH and LOLA
cone over and speak to the four in trouble.

JOSH
Hey! What happened?

M ke is about to respond when Zack interjects.
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ZACK
M ke doesn’t care about nmath so he deci ded
to spice things up by starting a paper
fight!

M KE
Hey! He was talking to ne, not you!

M ke shoves Zack who shoves back. This, again, attracts the
attention of the teacher.

CUT to Ms. Weise at her desk

MRS. WEI SE
Josh and Lola! You two can join
our notley crew

Lol a | ooks shocked and | ooks to one of her friends to stick
up for her.

LOLA
Unh! But | didn’t do anything!

CUT to Ms. Wise sitting at her desk again.

MRS. \WEI SE
Quilty by association ny dear.

Lol a | ooks def eat ed.

JOSH
Wy to go M ke. Anyone else you' d
like to get into trouble?

M KE
Hey! Kiss ny-

The boys scuffle and soon all six of them are arguing and
trying to break up the nel ee.

PULL back to reveal Ms. Wise as she breaks up the
ski rm sh.

VRS. WEI SE
Al right! That’s enough. Cut it out.

They all stop squabbling and | ook rather enbarrassed.
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MRS. WEI SE
Now t hen: what's this all about?

JESSI
M ke threw a pi ece of paper at ne
and | just reacted to it.

ANVBER

By throwing it at ne!

JESSI
That wasn’t intentional.
| was aimng for M ke!

M KE
(egotistically)
Oh sure!l Pick on the attractive one!

ZACK
You started it in the first place-

It quickly disintegrates into another yelling and shouting
mat ch. Ms. Weise takes out her whistle which was hangi ng
around her neck and blows it making a horrible noise which
stops themin their tracks.

MRS. WEI SE
You si x, have known each ot her
for how | ong?

Amber, Jessi, Mke, Zack and Anber all | ook at each other
i ke they know where this is going.

ALL 6 KI DS
(i n unison soundi ng def eat ed)
Si nce Kindergarten.

MRS. WEI SE
And, | understand you all live...

ALL 6 Kl DS
On the sane street.

MRS. WEI SE
So you’ ve been friends for how | ong?
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Zack gets very

ALL 6 KI DS
Al our lives.

MRS. \EI SE
And yet you show no teamwork skills
what soever! You fight, all the tine.
| get notes fromyour other teachers
telling nme how frustrated they are with
your juvenil e behavi our.

M KE
(egotistically)
But | never have anything to do
wthit Ms. WEISE. It’s these 5 goofballs!

def ensi ve at this conmment.

ZACK
h Mke, wll you cut the crap?!
You' re as nuch to bl ane as anyone el se.

M KE
But you're the smart one, shouldn’t you
know better than to stoop to ny |evel ?

JESSI
(exasper at ed)
Mke...cut it out wll ya?

M KE
Ch Jessi...You're the mature one, al ways
tal king down to us |ike you' re better than
everyone.

JESSI
(def ensi vel y)
| amnot! 1..l1 just..

M KE
Hunh? What ? You do what? Spit it out!

JOSH
Cut it out Mke. Enough is enough.

LOLA
(agreeing with Josh)
Yeah, M ke, give it a rest!
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M KE
(turning on them now)
Ch nowisn't this a treat?
Now we hear fromthe little
i nnocent ones.
The good-i-two-shoeses!

Both Josh and Lola | ower their heads in enmbarrassnent.

AVBER
M ke. Just stop. We're not getting
out of trouble any faster with you
fl appi ng your guns! Just shut up!

At this point Ms. Wise again interjects.

VRS. WEI SE
Well that was an interesting interchange.

There is a pause as Ms. Wise |ooks at the | ot of them

MRS. \WEI SE
Now all of you listen up and |listen good.
| amtired of your exploits.
We have had countless class trips,
assenbl i es and school functions wecked,
rui ned or destroyed by one or nore of you
this year.

M ke gets defensive and stupidly junps in.

M KE
(in a raised, defensive tone)
Ch yeah! Nane one!

The others show their disdain at Mke’s interruption.

MRS. WEI SE
'l do better than that. | can nane
three, just off the top of ny head!

Cut to a nmedium shot of a group of kids ice skating. A
collection of themare joined together in a conga-line and
al ong cones M ke and Josh and they knock them down |ike
dom nos. As this happens we hear the teacher’s voice over.
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MRS. WEI SE (o0.58)
First, there was the skating trip...

Cut to a nedium shot of Jessi and Anber setting tables in
the school kitchen. See the two of them have a di spute over
how to fold napkins and where the utensils are supposed to
go. As they argue Zack walks by with a tray full of

‘gl assware’ which they inadvertently bunp into which causes
himto go tunbling off screen.

SOUND EFFECT
Cr ash!

MRS. WEI SE (o0.58)
Then there was the preparation for
M. Bondy’'s retirenent dinner...

Cut to a nmediumw de shot of a school |ibrary stage. There
is a group of students sitting on the carpet watching
ot hers perform

MRS. WEI SE (o0.58)
And finally, there was the recent
performance of A Mdsunmer N ght’s
Dr eam

Cut to a closer shot of our group of six sitting not far
fromone another. Josh | ooks sheepishly around and
carefully lifts his right side off the floor for just a
second.

SOUND EFFECT
(subtly)
Phht !

Josh tries to hide the fact he passed wind by acting as
natural as possible but his face starts to turn red as

t hose around himare overwhel ned by the snell. Jessi,
sitting to his inmmediate left is first to respond by trying
toignore it. In front of Josh is Zack who turns around and
utters:

ZACK

(quietly)
Ah man, that’s gross!
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The rest of the group begins to beconme unconfortable and a
subtl e murnur of discontent spreads across the group. Even
the perfornmers can’'t help but quietly react to the snell.
Finally, Mke gets wind of the situation and his id takes
over.

M KE
OH My GOD!I THAT' S GROSS! WHO FARTED!

Josh gets very enbarrassed as Jessi noves to her |eft
hoping to escape the snell. Many others have tried to hide
their noses as the teacher cones in to handle the

si tuati on.

Di ssol ve back to the classroom where Ms. Wise stands with
her arnms crossed. An angry look is on her face as she waits
for M ke or anyone el se to respond.

VRS. WEI SE
Wel | ? Doesn’t anyone have anything to say?

Pause.

M ke goes to say sonething raising his hand in the air as
he is about to speak when the teacher cuts himoff.

MRS. \WEI SE
Don’t even bot her M ke!
Here is the situation. The other
teachers are asking to have you
six split up anongst the 3 classes.

The group of students inmediately begin to protest. Ms.
Wei se raises a hand.

VMRS. VEI SE (cont’ d)
Let me finish...l told themthat
you and your parents woul d not
been keen on this as you’' ve been
t oget her your entire school
career. BUT sonet hing MJST be done.

Pan across the kids as they | ook at one another. They don’t
want to be split up but they don’'t know how to solve the
probl em
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MRS. VEI SE (cont’ d)
So, you have one |ast chance to
prove to everyone that the six
of you can get al ong and naybe
even work as a team

Lol a, overwhel med with excitenent junps into the
conversation

LOLA
VWhat ? What is it? W' Il do anyt hi ng!

MRS. WEI SE
VWll, tonmorrow is the nature
studies trip. If you guys can
get al ong, behave and prove
your sel ves capabl e of existing
as an effective part of the class,
then your slate is w ped cl ean.

M KE
But what if we don't?
VRS. WEI SE
Then | have no leg to stand on with
the other teachers and you'll be

split up. It’'s as sinple as that.

Cut to a panning shot of each of the kids as they al
consi der the seriousness of the situation.

MRS. \WEI SE
Now head on honme, |’'Il see you guys
t onmor r o

Cut to the classroom doorway as the kids | eave the room
tal ki ng anongst thensel ves about the chal |l enge at hand.

FADE QUT.

END SCENE
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SCENE 2 — The next day
FADE | N:
EXTERI OR WOODED AREA DAY

Pan across the group as you see the students wal ki ng

t hrough the forest being | ead by a NATURE GU DE. They are
all dressed in outdoor gear, appropriate for the tinme of
year. You can tell that our main characters are doing their
best to behave and are dispersed anongst the group of

st udent s.

Cut to a nmedium shot of the nature guide.

NATURE GUI DE
Come gat her ‘round everyone!

The students nove closer to the nature guide who is hol ding
a small tree branch in his/her hand.

NATURE GUI DE
Can everyone see this?

The students collectively say that they can.

NATURE GUI DE
Good because it m ght just save your life.

Ane fills the air as the students are full of wonder as to
what exactly the nature guide neans.

NATURE QGUI DE
This is an amazi ng pl ant!
And it can be found all over
t hese woods. It’s called
Amar ant h or Amarant hus retrofl exus.

Cut to M ke, anongst the group.

M KE
Amar a- whodi - what i e?

The crowd all chuckl es.
Cut to a nedium shot of the nature gui de who conti nues.
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NATURE GUI DE
Amaranth, is native to eastern
and northern North Anerica. It
spreads itself out over an area
but is not an evasive plant.

AMBER
VWhat does that nean?

NATURE GUI DE
That nmeans that, even though it
spreads itself out, it doesn’t
destroy the | ocal ecosystem Many
other plants, even in the sane
famly wll take over an area and
elimnate all the other plant life.
While the Amaranth gets along with
everyone.

The crowd nutters to itself. Sonme find the information
interesting while others don't really care.

LOLA
How can it save your life?

NATURE GUI DE

(1 ooking excited at the question)
This plant is a virtual mracle!
If you're trapped in the woods and
have no food, you can eat the bark.
And if you suffered from di abetes and
found yourself w thout your insulin out
here then you can suck on a branch and
it would keep you fromgoing into shock
or an eventual cona.

Cut to Mke who has just about had it with the nature
guide. He starts to wander off by hinself. Josh sees him
and notions himback into the group. The Nature Cuide
continues his talk.

M ke ignores himand Josh goes after him
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NATURE GUIDE (o0.s.)
It’s al so amazi ng because of its
magneti c properties. If you were | ost
and couldn’t find your way, you could
sinply drop a branch of Amaranth into
a puddl e or area of water and the branch
woul d align itself pointing north...

JOSH
(in a lowtone)
Hey! What are you doi ng? You' re going
to get in trouble! This is our |ast
chance renenber ?!

M KE
Yeah, yeah, | know Ckay.

They wander back over to the group as the Nature GQuide is
finishing his tal k.

NATURE GUI DE (cont’d)
This is particularly handy
around here as our nain
building is in that direction.

Cut to quick shots of Jessi and Anber nouthing ‘what are
you doing? to Josh and M ke as they join back up with the
group. Josh reassures themthat everything is okay.

Cut back to a shot of the entire group.

NATURE GUI DE
Ckay everyone, here cones the
fun part: everyone get into your
groups and | ook for exanples of the
different plants we di scussed today.

Cut to M ke standing with Josh anong the group.
M KE
(sarcastically)
OCh what fun!

JOSH
Shhh! !

Cut back to the Nature Cuide.
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NATURE GUI DE
You have 30 m nutes, then you
shoul d head back to the main
bui | di ng.

MRS. WEl SE
Don't be late kids as we have to
get on the bus right afterwards
and head back to the school.

NATURE GUI DE
Have fun everyone!

Cut to a wde shot as the students spread out in different
directions in their groups.

Pan over to find our fateful 6 together. The girls are on
task | ooking for the assigned exanples of tw gs and bushes
but the boys start rough housing and chasi ng one anot her.
Soon things get out of hand and Zack accidental ly slugs

M ke upside the head. He inmmedi ately realizes what he has
done and apol ogi zes but M ke sees red and starts chasing
him The others realize what is going on and gi ve chase.

Cut to quick shots of the various kids running through the
woods.

Finally, Mke gets a hold of Josh and he pleads for his
forgi veness as the rest of the group catch up with them

JOSH
(pl eadi ng)
No M ke pl ease!

ZACK
Stop M ke! Leave him al one!

The girls catch up with them

JESSI
Cut it out Mke, we're in enough
trouble as it is!

M KE
(turning his attention to the others)
Wy don’t you all just lay-off!
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Cut to a wide shot of all them standing deep in the woods.

M KE
You know, I'mreally tired of
all of you guys constantly telling
me what to do! — | can take care
of nysel f!

The others all | ook at one another and then at M ke. They
are not used to himbeing at all enotional.

AMBER

(gently)
W're just trying to help.

JESSI
W're not trying to boss you-

JCOSH
Yeah

ZACK
Yeah

LOLA
W care M ke.

M KE
You don’t care!

ZACK
Yeah, we do...

JOSH
And you seemto have this talent
for getting us ALL into trouble.

AMBER
So we have to | ook out for one
anot her.

Pause.

Cut to a pan shot of the group of themstanding in the
woods quietly; the sounds of nature all around them
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Cut to a nmedium shot of Josh who starts | ooking around. He
starts to | ook concerned as he realizes they are deep, deep
in the woods.

JOSH
Does anyone know where we are?

Cut to a nedium shot of the entire group
M KE

(wi t hout t hinking)
Yeah, of course, we're-

JCOSH
Yeah, that’'s what | nean.
JESSI
Vell, we can’t be lost we're not

that far fromthe school ...

AVBER
Yeah...\WW’re not |ost are we guys?

Cut to Zack carefully considering their surroundings.

ZACK
|"’mafraid we are.

M KE
Can’t we just go back the way we canme?

JOSH
Yeah, follow our foot prints!

AMBER
What foot prints?

Cut to a shot of the forest floor. There are no foot
prints.

JOSH
Aww man!

LOLA
| hate being | ost.
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Lola starts getting enotional and Anber cones over to
confort her.

AMBER
It’s okay Lola, we'll find a way.
Quys, we have to find our way back

JESSI
(wi th urgency)
What tinme is it?

M KE
| don’t have a watch

JOSH
Me neither.

ZACK
It’s 2:48.

JESSI
W' re supposed to be back and
ready to leave in 12 m nutes!

LOLA
How are we going to do that?
Does anyone have any idea where

we are?
JOSH
| don’t think so.
Cut to a wide shot of the group all |ooking around, trying

to figure out which way to go.

Cut to a wide shot of the entire forest. In the distance we
hear Lola call out:

LCOLA (0.58)
Hel | 0? Can anybody hel p us?!

END SCENE
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SCENE 3
MAI' N BUI LDI NG EXTERI OR DAY

Pan fromthe forest to a nmedium shot of the main building
and the bus waiting outside. Ms. Wise is there talking to
the children. The Nature Guide wal ks into frane and tal ks
to her.

Cut to a two shot of the Nature @Quide and Ms. Wi se
t al ki ng.

NATURE GUI DE
| s everyone here?

MRS. WEI SE
Not vyet.

Ms. Weise has a slight | ook of concern on her face as the
ot her students start boarding the bus. She | ooks at her
wat ch.

Cut to the forest where we find Lola and Anber sitting on a
rock while the others wander around trying to find their
beari ng.

JESSI
(showi ng signs of stress)
Were are we?!

ZACK
There has to be sone sort of clue
as to which way we cane...

JOSH
| can’t see anyt hing.

M KE
We need to stay together, that’s
for sure. The last thing we need is
soneone getting separated.

As he says this we see Jessi notice sonething and go out of
canera range. No one notices she has left the group.

Cut to Anber and Lola, still sitting on a rock |ooking very
concer ned.
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LOLA
Amber, |’ m scar ed.

AMBER
| know. Everything s gonna be fine.

LOLA
No it’s not! We’re | ost!

AMBER
Just try and relax. You're in
good hands. There’s no one | woul d
rather be lost with than you guys.
Wth Zack’s brains, Mke' s strength
and Josh’s agility I"'msure we’ll
be just fine. And then there s Jessi,
she’s the smartest person | know.

Cut to a wide shot of the entire group

AMBER (cont’ d)
Isn’t that right Jessi?

Amber | ooks around for Jessi but she is nowhere to be
f ound.

AVBER
Jessi ?

LOLA
VWhere's Jessi ?

ANVBER
(with grow ng concern)
GQuys, have you seen Jessi?

The boys turn their attention to Anber and Lola and cone
over to where they are seated.

M KE
VWhat ? What are you tal ki ng about ?
She was here just a second ago?

JOSH
Where coul d she have gone?
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The girls get up and they all start |ooking around calling

Jessi’s name.

Cut to a shot of Anmber as she continues to | ook.

ANVBER
| hope she’s okay.
ZACK
O course she's okay — it’'s Jessi.
JOSH

Yeah, she’s probably found her
way back al ready.

LOLA
| hope not hi ng happened to her.

AVBER
| hope she’s feeling alright.

M KE
VWhat ? What’ s that supposed to nmean?

Anmber stops and hesitates before continuing to talk.

AMBER
Well...She didn’'t-

M KE
(i nterrupting)
VWhat is it?

AMBER
Well, she didnt want ne to tel
you guys but she just found out
that she’s a diabetic.

JCOSH
A what ?

ZACK
A di abetic, it neans she has
problenms with her blood sugar |evels.
When did she find out? Wiy didn’'t
she tell us?
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AVBER
She found out a few weeks ago,
but she didn’t say anything because
she’s kind of enbarrassed by it.

ZACK
That’ s not sonething to be
enbarrassed about, it’'s a di sease!

JCOSH
Yeah.

M KE
W better find her fast!

Cut to a wde shot of the group all frantically |ooking for
her. They split up and nove as quickly as possible. Wthin
a short tinme Mke finds her, slunped against a tree |ooking
di stant and pal e.

M KE
Jessi, are you alright?
GUYS | FOUND HER' COVE QUI CK

The rest of the group follow the sound of Mke s voice and
join him

LOLA
Jessi !

M KE
Anber, what do we do?

Anber goes to Jessi’s side. She | ooks at her closely and
t ouches her forehead.

AMBER
This isn’t good. My sister |ooks
i ke this when she’s at the beginning
of an episode. W need to get her
sonme insulin fast!

LOLA
Doesn’t she carry one with her?
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AMBER
| don’t know. She's still getting
used to the routine of it all.

Anber searches Jessi’s jacket and finds nothing.

AMBER
No, nothing. We better get her
out of here fast!

M KE
Al right, here’s what we have to do:
Zack, you find us a way out of here.
Anmber, you find sone water and fill
up Jessi’s water bottle. Josh and Lol a,
you guys find sonme of that plant the
nat ure dude was tal ki ng about .

JOSH
What are you gonna do?

M KE
| " m gonna carry Jessi

Cut to a wde shot of themall springing into action going
in different directions to acconplish their tasks.

Cut to a nedium shot of M ke approaching Jessi.

M KE
Al right Jess, we’'re gonna getcha
outta here!

M ke picks up Jessi and carries her off screen.

Cut to a shot of Ms. Wise who again | ooks at her watch.
Cl ose up: 2:57

Cut to Anmber who has found a water source and fills up
Jessi’s water bottle.

Cut to Lola and Josh who find the Amaranth bush and col | ect
a nunber of branches. Lola runs over to Mke and starts
feeding the bark to Jessi. Meanwhile Josh takes a branch to
Zack who joins Anber at the water source.
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Cut to a close up of the branch in the water as they watch
it point north.

Cut back to Josh, Anber and Zack. Zack | ooks up and points
of f screen.

ZACK
We go that way!

Cut to a wide shot of themall noving together and out of
t he woods. Josh and Lola run ahead as the others stay with
Jessi .

Cut to a nmedium shot of the main building and the bus in
front of it. Ms. Wise is there as Lola and Josh cone into
frane.

MRS. \WEI SE
Where have you two been? W
are supposed to leave in 2 m nutes!

JOSH
(trying to catch his breath)
It’s Jessi!

MRS. \EI SE
What about Jessi? Is she okay?

LOLA
(still catching her breath)
She had a di abetic epi sode.

JOSH
(addi ng)
And we got | ost!

MRS. \EI SE
(1 ooki ng concer ned)
| s everyone alright? W had peopl e
out | ooking for you guys.

JOSH
She’s fine, they' re com ng.

LOLA
Yeah, they’'re not far behind.
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Cut to a wide shot of the rest of the group approaching the
mai n bui l ding. W see the Nature Qui de hel ping Jessi onto
the bus with a first aid bag in his hand. The others board
the bus and M ke stops Ms. Wise before she gets on board.

M KE
" m sorry!

VRS. WEI SE
Sorry for what?

M KE
(soundi ng desper ate)
For screwing up again! It’s al
my fault. You shouldn’t punish
the rest of the group.

MRS. \EI SE
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

M KE
We got | ost because of ne.
W were | ate because of ne!

MRS. WEI SE
M ke...you may have saved Jessi’s
[ife!

M ke | ooks at her in amazement.

MRS. \WEI SE

You may of got | ost and you are

| ate, but the six of you worked

as a team and saved the day! Jessi

is safe because of what you and

Zack and Lol a and Josh and Anber did.
What ever it took to get you guys here
|’ mglad it happened, because it’s
about tine. Now get on that bus.

Cut to Mke getting on the bus. He’s half way up the steps
with the teacher right behind hi mwhen he stops.

M KE
So, no splitting us up?
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MRS. \EI SE
Absol utely not!

M ke smles the biggest smle of his entire life and
happily joins his friends on the bus. The Nature CGui de goes
down the stairs after him

MRS. WEI SE
How s Jessi ?

NATURE GUI DE
Just fine. W got to her just
intime. Those are quite the
group of students you have there.

VRS. WEI SE
(beam ngQ)
Yes they are...

Cut to a wde shot of the entire facility as the bus pulls
out of the parking |lot and down the road.

FADE QUT.

THE END.
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